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A sense of belonging is important for youth.  Knowledge about their family history gives 
children of all ages a sense of their place in the world. It can build resiliency in youth, 
learning about how their ancestors came through challenging times. Family history also 
provides an opportunity for youth to make a meaningful contribution to something bigger 
than themselves. Youth who develop an interest in family history are more likely to 
participate in family history throughout their lives.  You have important work to do in 
inspiring that next generation of genealogists!  Go out and plant some seeds for the 
future! 
                                                                      Resources  
Conducting Grandparent Interviews –  
https://www.americanancestors.org/conducting-family-history-interview  
https://familytreemagazine.com/storytelling/interviewing/interview-questions/  
 

National Archives - https://www.archives.gov/education/family-history - family tree charts, migration maps, 
educator resources 
 

FamilySearch - www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/ and 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Family_History_Activities_for_Children:_3-11 
 

4-H –  
Nebraska 4-H History - https://4hfairbook.unl.edu/fairbookview.php/exhibits/21  
Indiana 4-H - https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/item.asp?item_number=4-H-748#.VmHJRE2FOot  
Ohio 4-H - https://extensionpubs.osu.edu/4-h-creative-and-leisure-arts-genealogy/  

 

Boy Scouts of America – Genealogy Merit Badge Book – www.scouting.org/merit-badges/genealogy/  
 

Ancestry Classroom - https://www.ancestryclassroom.com/k12/k12home - Schools can apply for free access 
to Ancestry.com, Fold3 and Newspapers.com for use in the classroom.  Lots of great resources and lesson 
plans here, too. 
 

Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) - https://www.dar.org/national-society/genealogy/grs-
educators  
 

Zap the Grandma Gap – www.zapthegrandmagap.com    
 

Blogs – 
The Genealogy Kids - https://www.thegenealogykids.com/  
The Family History Guide - https://www.thefhguide.com/act-children.html  

              200+ Ideas to Engage Youth in Family History - https://familylocket.com/family-history-for-children-
and-teens/ 
 

YouTube Videos - 
Genealogy for Kids – Series on how to do research. 
 

Pinterest – A variety of boards filled with great ideas! 
 
 

Find this handout with hyperlinks at pursuingYOURpast.com > Toolbox > Inspiring the Next Generation of 
Genealogists. 
 
 

Presenter is not affiliated with any of the businesses or organizations discussed in this presentation. 
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INTERVIEWING FAMILY MEMBERS 
 

Getting people to share their stories isn't always easy. Follow these step-by-step ideas for a 
successful family history interview!  
 

Time Required:  1-2 hours.  

Here's How: 

1.   Schedule a time in advance. This gives everyone a chance to prepare. 
2.   Prepare a list of questions beforehand and either share them with your relative or give them an 

idea of what you want to cover. 
3.   Bring several notepads and pens to the interview. If you plan to make a recording, be sure to 

have a microphone and extra batteries. 
4.   Take good notes and make sure you record your name, the date, the place the interview is 

being conducted and the name of the interviewee. 
5.   Record in the quietest place possible. 
6.   Start with a question or topic that you know will get a reply, such as a story you have heard 

them tell in the past. 
7.   Ask questions that will bring more than simple 'yes' or 'no' answers.  
8.   Show interest. Take an active part in the dialogue without dominating it. Learn to be a creative 

listener. 
9.   Don't push for answers. Your relative may not wish to talk about a topic.  It’s ok to move on to 

something else. 
10. Use props whenever possible. Old photographs, favorite old songs and treasured items may bring 

memories flooding back. 
11. Use your prepared questions as a guideline, but don't be afraid to let your relative go off on a 

tangent. They may have many things to say that you never thought to ask! 
12. Don't interrupt or attempt to correct your relative; this can end an interview in a hurry! 
13. When you are done, be sure to thank your relative for their time. 

Tips: 

1. Put your relative at ease by telling them that they will have a chance to see and approve 
of anything that you write before you share it with others.  

2. Keep the interview length to no more than 1-2 hours at a stretch. It's tiring for you and for 
the person being interviewed. This is supposed to be fun!  

3. Consider preparing a transcript or written report as a tangible thank you to your relative 
for their participation. 

Article adapted from:  Powell, Kimberly. "50 Questions to Ask Relatives About Family History." 
ThoughtCo, Feb. 16, 2021, thoughtco.com/fifty-questions-for-family-history-interviews-1420705.  
 
For more information on how to conduct a Family History Interview, visit:  
www.americanancestors.org/conducting-family-history-interview  

 

 

 

http://www.americanancestors.org/conducting-family-history-interview
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1. What is your full name? Why did your parents select this name for you? Did you have a 
nickname?  

2. When and where were you born?  
3. How did your family come to live there?  
4. Were there other family members in the area? Who?  
5. What was your house (apartment, farm, etc.) like? How many rooms? Bathrooms? Did it 

have electricity? Indoor plumbing? Telephones?  
6. What is your earliest childhood memory?  
7. Did you receive an allowance? How much? Did you save your money or spend it?  
8. What was school like for you as a child? What were your best and worst subjects? Where 

did you attend grade school? High school? College?  
9. What school activities and sports did you participate in?  
10. Did you have any pets? If so, what kind and what were their names?  
11. What was your religion growing up? What church, if any, did you attend?  
12. Were you ever mentioned in a newspaper?  
13. Who were your friends when you were growing up?  
14. What kind of games did you play growing up?  
15. What was your favorite toy and why?  
16. What was your favorite thing to do for fun (movies, beach, etc.)?  
17. Did you have family chores? What were they? Which was your least favorite?  
18. What world events had the most impact on you while you were growing up? Did any of 

them personally affect your family?  
19. Describe a typical family dinner.  
20. How were holidays (birthdays, Christmas, etc.) celebrated in your family? Did your family 

have special traditions?  
21. How is the world today different from what it was like when you were a child?  
22. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child? What do you remember about them?  
23. What do you know about your family surname?  
24. Is there a naming tradition in your family, such as always giving the firstborn son the name 

of his paternal grandfather?  
25. What stories have come down to you about your parents? Grandparents? More distant 

ancestors?  
26. Describe the personalities of your family members.  
27. Are there any stories about famous or infamous relatives in your family?  
28. Have any recipes been passed down to you from family members?  
29. Are there any physical characteristics that run in your family?  
30. What was the full name of your spouse? Siblings? Parents?  
31. When and how did you meet your spouse? What did you do on dates?  
32. What was it like when you proposed (or were proposed to)? Where and when did it 

happen? How did you feel?  
33. Where and when did you get married?  
34. What memory stands out the most from your wedding day?  
35. How did you find out you were going to be a parent for the first time?  
36. Why did you choose your children's names?  
37. What was your proudest moment as a parent?  
38. What did your family enjoy doing together?  
39. What was your profession and how did you choose it?  
40. What is the one thing you most want people to remember about you?             

Just for Fun Questions to Ask 
 


